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Status 

!)□ Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on . 

2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parfe Quay/e. 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 1^ Claim(s) i^i is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 



1 . Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 2, line 24, "lower" should be - upper-. Appropriate correction is required. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

3. Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by 
Schoen et al.. (U. S. 6,324935). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 




Figure A 
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With respect to claim 1, Schoen et al., discloses a steering apparatus for a 
vehicle, comprising: an upper bracket (12) fixed to a rear side portion of a vehicle body 
and including a pair of opposed flat plate portions formed with first holes opposed each 
other and separated from each other; a lower bracket (22) fixed to a front side portion of 
the vehicle body and including a pair of opposed flat plate portions formed with second 
holes opposed each other and separated from each other; a steering column (20) 
rotatably supporting a steering shaft (32); a first support member (16) held between 
said opposed flat plate portions of said upper bracket, formed with a first support hole 
opposing the first hole and supporting said steering column; a second support member 
(See Figure A) held between said opposed flat plate portions of said lower bracket, 
formed with a second support hole opposing the second hole and supporting said 
steering column; a first support mechanism (52) for supporting said steering column on 
said upper bracket via the first hole of said upper bracket and via the first support hole 
of said first support member; and a second support mechanism (26) for supporting said 
steering column on said lower bracket via the second hole of said lower bracket and via 
the second support hole of said second support member, an improvement characterized 
in that said steering column (20) is integrally formed with said first support member (16) 
and said second support member (See Figure A), said first support member is integrally 
formed with a first swelling portion having a pair of side portions that respectively press- 
abut on said pair of opposed flat plate portions of said upper bracket, and said second 
support member is integrally formed with a second swelling portion having a pair of side 
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portions tliat respectively press-abut on said pair of opposed flat plate portions of said 
lower bracket. 

With respect to claim 7, Schoen et al., discloses a steering apparatus for a 
vehicle, comprising: a steering column (20) for rotatably supporting a steering shaft (32); 
and a vehicle-body-rear-sided bracket (12) and a vehicle-body-front-sided bracket (22), 
fixed to a vehicle-body-sided strengthening member (14, 23), for supporting said 
steering column, an improvement characterized in that said steering column is integrally 
formed with a plurality of swelling portions (26a, 44) and is supported on said vehicle- 
body-rear-sided bracket and/or said vehicle-body-front-sided bracket via said swelling 
portions. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-6, 8 and 9 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ikeda et al., (U. S. 6,467,807) and Yamamura (U. S. 7,134,692) 
discloses similar steering devices. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert A. Coker whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8514. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday thru Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on 571-272-6669. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Robert A Coker 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3616 
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